PILGRIM’S PROGRESS
NEWSLETTER / PILGRIM CHURCH / SEPTEMBER 2019

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER.pdfSEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER.DOCX

Dear All,

country. These are not

Your Peace and Justice

simply political issues, but

Action folks led by Pam

personal and theological

Crowe and Sue Crandell

ones as well. They intersect

along with myself have

with very real concerns we

been going back and forth

have right here in Shasta

on ways to go beyond

County and our own church

“thoughts and prayers”

about securing our building

regarding the ongoing gun

and property while

violence in this country, the

maintaining a welcome to

immigration crisis along

those who come with the

with other matters of

goal of creating longer term

personal, racial and

and sustainable responses to

economic justice in this

poverty, education and
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homelessness in our city.

perspectives in love as well

These are mighty and

as paradoxical tension.

weighty issues for anyone,

However, I do not want that

but especially for a small

to keep us from what is good

church. However, with this

and right with appropriate

last spate of three shootings

action. In all my thoughts,

As well as the uproar over

prayers and reflections about

immigration, I have

WHAT can I do next, I ran

personally come to a place

across an article that had

where giving “thoughts and

quite a few expletives, but

prayers,” or attending one

has incredibly deep and

more vigil seems wholly

profound ways to poke at the

insufficient and intolerable

issue of gun violence in our

for me. All the while, I am

country. Sue Crandell

sensitive to the holding fast

helped make this article less

to our welcoming of all and

offensive and is seeking

holding all viewpoints and

permission from the
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publishing site. I am

of faith, while still

speaking to Lynn Fritz and

maintaining our non-profit

others about how we might

status and holding dear the

create a space for conversa-

sanctified separation of

tion and recommended

church and state. Let us act

actions as an interfaith

out our faith as we pray our

group here in Redding

way through our days,

Finally, for those who feel

Reverend Gail

the church should not be
political in nature, I
encourage you to re-read

GOD HAS HEARD YOUR

the gospels of Jesus and

THOUGHTS AND

also, to seek out the

PRAYERS AND HE

statements by the UCC that

THINKS THEY ARE

tell us what we can and

[@#$%]

cannot do as a community

by CHAS GILLESPIE
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Once there was a nation
suffering the plague of gun
violence. “Help us,” the
nation prayed, “save us
from the violence.” And
God said, “You shall be
provided with the
legislative tools to ban
assault weapons, highcapacity magazines and
other wartime instruments
of death.“ And lo, the
nation said, “I’d rather
not.“ And so nothing came
to pass.“Help us,” the
nation prayed a year or so
later, “save us from the
violence.” And God said,
“You shall be provided with
the best universities and
research institutions in the

violence and arrive at
solutions to this public
health crisis yourselves.”
And lo, the nation said,
“Let’s make funding
studies of gun violence
illegal.” And so nothing
came to pass.
“Help us,” the nationprayed
a few months later, “save
us from the violence.” And
God said, “You shall be
provided with the best
mental health resources in
the world, and you shall be
provided with wealth
beyond compare so that all
who are struggling with
homicidal or suicidal
thoughts will have access
to care.” And lo, the nation
said, “Sounds socialist to
me. Let’s make Medicaid

world, so that you may
study the topic of gun
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harder to access, not
easier. And, oh yeah, our
leaders are going to spread
hate and xenophobia to
give people a reason to
commit acts of violence.”
And so nothing came to
pass. “Help us,” the nation
prayed a few weeks later,
“save us from the
violence.” And God said,
“If you are scared that the
Supreme Court will overturn sensible gun laws, if
you are scared of the
lobbying power of the NRA,
then you shall be provided
with a way to create
Constitutional Amendments overturning the
Second Amendment and
making it harder for
lobbying groups to
inﬂuence elections.”

And lo, the nation said, “A
Constitutional Amendment?
Sounds kinda complicated.
It can’t be done except for
all those times it’s been
done, Nope.” And so
nothing came to pass.
“Help us,” the nation
prayed a few days later,
“save us from the
violence.” And God said, “It
seems like many of these
shooters are white men. I
think you should raise boys
differently and look closely
at what whiteness does to
someone’s psychology.”
And lo, the nation said,
“How dare you even say
that! And so God — that’s
me — I’m sitting up here
going, “What the hell is
wrong with you? I have
given you people a raft. I
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have given you people a
boat. I have given you a
helicopter on top of a
(expletive deleted) cruise
ship. And still you are
drowning??? If you don’t
like my tone, it’s called
“tough love” America. You
need to change yourself or
this will keep happening
and it will get worse.”

Faith Forum begins Monday,
September 9. We will be
reading and discussing the
following book, but even if
you are not a member of this
group, we encourage
EVERYONE in the church to
read it. Maybe start your own
small groups. Contact Paula
Kahler or Reverend Gail if
you’d like some help 2pm on
Mondays. Look forward to
seeing many of you there.
This book is with that. Faith
Forum meets in the Library at
available through Amazon
(Link Below) or Barnes and
Noble or ask your other book
retailers. Also on
Kindle/electronic format or
even through Audible books if
you wish to listen instead of tire
your eyes with more text!
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obid
os/ASIN/1501179659
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John’s second full-length book
is available now on Simon &
Schuster. Overwhelmed by the
news cycle and the state of
affairs in our world? Pastor,
blogger, and powerful voice in
the Resistance, John Pavlovitz
has the answer and the
antidote. In Hope and Other
Superpowers: A Life-Affirming,
Love-Defending, Butt-Kicking,
World-Saving Manifesto John
shares inspirational, practical,
and motivational lessons to
cultivate our inner superheroes
and save the world.

Read an excerpt:
The dream of a different world (as beautiful as it is) won’t actually
alter the planet—only your hands getting dirty and your feet hitting the
ground will do that. Being outraged at injustice doesn’t do much for the
victims of that injustice actively moving against it does. But that’s a hell
of a lot harder than outrage alone, which is why most people gladly settle
for being perpetually angry and living vicariously through spandex-clad,
muscle bound, CGI demigods who do the brave
things they wish they could do.
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to Ron and told him that I
would be sure to make the
congregation aware of this
generous gift.

Notice of a Bequest
Pilgrim Church has been
named as a beneficiary in the
estate of Marjorie Lindsay
who passed away last
February. Rev George
Lindsay was our pastor
beginning in 1969 and served
for about ten years. I doubt
that there are many of us that
still remember the Lindsay's
but, their son Ron Lindsay
indicated in the bequest that
they so enjoyed their sojourn
in Redding. From Redding
they went to Port Alberni in
British Colombia and then to
Skidegate in Haida Gwaii (the
Queen of Charlottes). They
retired in the Seattle area.
George Lindsay passed away
in 2006. They wanted to
remember Pilgrim
Congregational Church in their
will with a bequest amounting
to $3000. I have
acknowledged this very nice
bequest in a letter

I have included Ron Lindsay's
address in case any of our
Members’ would want to
communicate with him.
Ron Lindsay
2011 10th Street
Anacortes, WA 98221
Robert Cross
Financial Secretary
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Worship Co-co Report
By Heather Hennessey

director, Nancy Hill, to bring a
new sermon series on refugees and

With Elizabeth Betancourt

immigrants to life this fall. If you

entering running for political

have an idea for sanctuary art or

office, she needed to step down as

music which could help support

our Worship Co-coordinator. We

this series, please share it with

all wish Elizabeth well and thank

Heather, Sara or Nancy.

her for her creative, inspiring work
among us. Heather Hennessey has

Flowers are always welcome at

agreed to join Sara Hoxie as a

church. You may bring them

Worship Co-co.

Sunday mornings, no prior
permission required, and we’ll find

Sara continues to recruit

a special spot for them.

volunteers to prepare communion

Sara and Heather extend a special

on a monthly basis. Please let her

thanks to our Worship Team

know if you can help. You can

Leaders. Sue Crandell organizes

also simply sign up in the

Ushers, Tara Swanson schedules

Fellowship Hall. Sara can provide

Liturgists, Leon Nelson keeps our

preparation details.

Sound volunteers on board, and
Donna Nelson keeps our choir

Pastor Gail will work with Heather

members informed and

and Sara, and our wonderful choir

encouraged. Thank you all!
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Landscape Notes
By Heather Hennessey
After a few months of summer vacation, our church’s landscape is
once again getting some much needed attention. Pruning of
bushes in front of the church is underway, and pruning around the
other sides of the church will continue as time, energy and
volunteers allow. If you would be willing to help, we will be
working at the church on three Saturday mornings: Sept. 14, 21
and 28. Come join us!

Appreciation is due to Bill Justice and John Egolf for managing
and assisting in the repairs of a serious water leak in the top front
parking lot of the church earlier this summer. Thank you, Bill and
John, for all your gifts of time, energy and know how!
Gratitude also goes out to Scott Hepburn who quietly and faithfully mows our sunken lawn outside the Fellowship Hall. That
secluded bit of green welcomes our children every Sunday. Thank
you, Scott.
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YOUR SEARCH COMMITTEE REPORT
Our congregational profile is
online! We’re receiving
candidate profiles! It’s an
exciting time! Thanks to
everyone who filled in
questionnaires, attended
meetings, read through our
profile, and gave us
feedback. With your
support, your Search
Committee was able to
finalize our profile, have a
video conference with Rev.
Davena Jones, our UCC
staff person, and get our
congregation’s profile
online. Within days of

“going live,” we received our
first set of candidate profiles.
The Search Committee will now
carefully read through each
profile, and meet to discuss
them. Please keep us in your
prayers as we proceed. With
some heavenly assistance we
will find our new pastor!

Chris McNeill, Chair; Kaarin
Brooke, Jim Carr, Tyler CifuShuster, Pam Crowe, Kit
Harvey, Heather Hennessey and
Sara Hoxie
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church’s participation with the
HOPE Van which provides food
for the homeless once per
month. Let us thank John Cerro
who has been volunteering his
time for several years and is
now turning it over to Glenn.

JOYS and CONCERNS
SEPTEMBER 2019
JOYS:
For one week in July 24 young
people came to Redding from
Illinois to Help in the Carr Fire
clean-up. These teenagers
were from the St. Pal United
church of Christ in Staunton, Ill
and from the Salem United
Church of Christ in Alhambra,
Ill.
Our Redding community is
grateful to them. Our Church
help provide lunches for these
volunteers.
Welcome back to our Interim
Minister, Gail Doering from
her travels in Greece with her
daughter!

John and Pam Crowe have
returned from a tour of England
as well as traveling with tour
leader, John McCutcheon, in
Ireland.

Hooray for Glenn Hoxie to
"step up to the plate" and take
over coordinating our

Lu Trullinger is making
herself at home in Montana.
This is
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quite a change from living in
Redding for most of her life.
We wish her well and we miss
her.
Welcome back to Kim Healey
who has been with her
daughter, Katie Healey, who
received her PHD from Yale.
Kim helped Katie settle into
her new home in Rochester,
N.Y. where she was accepted
a position at the University of
Rochester. Jennifer Healey,
Kim's other daughter, has
moved back to Redding where
she will be teaching at Shasta
College.
How special for all of us to
greet Cindy and Keith Asher
on Sunday the 18th after an
absence of several months
while they coped with the
sudden death of their
daughter.

Checking out the Mississippi
River from St. Louis to
Minneapolis were Barbara &
Bob Cross. After the river
cruise they visited family in
Michigan for a few days.
This Summer Sara Hoxie was
able to visit her daughter Mimi
Wert who is in college in
Seattle. Many of us enjoyed
watching Mimi grow up at
Pilgrim Church.
We have a wonderful
volunteer, Karen Lawrence,
who organizes and schedules
the coffee makers for our
Coffee Hour following worship.
She also puts out a "sign -up"
sheet for those who are willing
to bring refreshments. Give
her a big thank you when you
see her... better yet volunteer to
help in some way with coffee
hour.
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CONCERNS:
Sadly, Kit Harvey and Kim
Healey had to say good bye
to their uncle Bud Lackey
who died in July. Bud was Kit
and Kim's mother's brother.
They faithfully visited him
during his final years.
One of our long time
members of Pilgrim church
was Helena Ludeke who died
on July 20th. She was an artist
who taught at Enterprise
High School and created a
communion cup set for our
church.
June Hartmann totaled her
car in an accident, thankfully
she was not injured. In spite of
not having a car she
continues to call on some of
our "shut-ins". If anyone is
willing to help her with
transportation please give her
a call.

Word has come from San Jose
that Ann Lougee, our minister
several years ago, has suffered
a heart attack. She and her
husband, Norm, moved to San
Jose this summer to be near
their daughter and granddaughter. We wish her a speedy
recovery.
We have several Pilgrims who
really would appreciate a card
or call as they are unable to
attend worship services on
Sundays. Please consider
sharing with: Rosemary
Thomas, Linda Lack, Paul Frye,
Deanie Coon, Joanne Nelson
and Carolyn Kennedy.
Written By:
Barbara Cross
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Two-thirds of this offering is used
by the UCC's Justice and Witness
Ministries (JWM) to support a
variety of justice initiatives,
advocacy efforts, and direct service
projects through grants. Neighbors
in Need grants are awarded to UCC
churches and organizations doing
justice work in their communities.
These grants fund projects whose
work ranges from direct service to
community organizing and
advocacy to address systemic
injustice. This year, special
consideration will be given to
projects focusing on serving our
immigrant neighbors and
communities. Most UCC
congregations will receive the NIN
offering on October 6, 2019 as part
of their World Communion Sunday
observance.

Pilgrims,
I want to share with
you that the annual
Special Offering for
Neighbors in Need
(NIN) will happen on
Sunday, October 6.
We are grateful that
many of you have been
supportive in the past.
NEIGHBORS IN NEED
(NIN) is a special

mission offering of the
United Church of Christ
that supports ministries of
justice and compassion
throughout the USA. Onethird of NIN supports
the Council of American
Indian Ministries (CAIM).

Robert Cross ( Financial Secretary)

https://www.ucc.org/faq_what_is_caim
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OFFICERS

PERSONNEL
COMMITTEE

Minister: Gail Doering
Bill Justice, Sue Asbill, Sonny
Stupek, Lori McNeill

Moderator: Tara Swanson
Clerk: Paula Damico

PASTOR RELATIONS
COMMITTEE

Assistant Clerk: Paula Kahler
Treasurer: David Steele

Glenn Hoxie, Diane Hepburn,
Paula Kahler

Financial Secretary: Bob
Cross
Members at Large: Sue
Crandell, Dan Scollon, Diane
Hepburn

COCO’S(Co-Coordinators)
Finance: Bill Justice, John
Crowe

PASTORAL SEARCH
COMMITTEE

Learning: Paula Kahler, Lori
McNeill
Serving: Barbara Cross,
Peggie Linville
Connecting: Piyush Dhanuka,
Pam Crowe
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Jim Carr, Sara Hoxie, Kit
Harvey, Heather Hennessey,
Kaarin Brooke, Tyler CifuShuster

Pilgrim Congregational Church
S E E K J U S T I C E / L O V E K I N D N E S S / W A L K H U M BLE

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR
SUN

MON

TUES

WED

THUR

FRI

1

2

3

4

5

6

Worship
Service
10:0011:00
a.m.
Fellowship
to Follow

CODA
Meeting
6:00-7:00
p.m.

TOPS
Meeting
10:30
a.m.

Euphrates
6:00 p.m.

Euphrates
6:00 p.m.

CODA
Meeting
6:00-7:00
p.m.

CODA
Meeting
6:00-7:00
p.m.

Men’s
Breakfast
Country
Waffles
8:00 a.m.

8

9

10

11

12

13

Worship
Service
10:0011:00
Fellowship
to Follow

CODA
Meeting
6:00-7:00

TOPS
Meeting
10:30
a.m.

CODA
Meeting
6:00-7:00
p.m.

Men’s
Breakfast
8:00 a.m

SAT
7

14

LOL Club
12:00p.m.
PAS
Concert
7:30 p.m.

15

16

17

Worship
Service
10:0011:00
Fellowship
to Follow

CODA
Meeting
6:00-7:00

TOPS
Meeting
10:30
a.m.

18

19

20

CODA
Meeting
6:00-7:00
p.m.

Men’s
Breakfast
Country
Waffles
8:00 a.m

21

HOPE
VAN
8:3010:00

22

23

24

Worship
Service
10:0011:00
Fellowship
to Follow

CODA
Meeting
6:00-7:00

TOPS
Meeting
10:30
a.m.

29

30

1

Worship
Service
10:0011:00
Fellowship
to Follow

CODA
Meeting
6:00-7:00

TOPS
Meeting
10:30
a.m.

25

2

26

27

CODA
Meeting
6:00-7:00
p.m.

Men’s
Breakfast
Country
Waffles
8:00 a.m

3

4

5

Euphrates
6:00 p.m.

Men’s
Breakfast
Country
Waffles
8:00 a.m

Seventh
Sense
Poetry
Group
10:30
a.m.12:00
p.m.

CODA
Meeting
6:00-7:00
p.m.
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28

PILGRIM CHURCH
SEEKJUSTICE/LOVEKINDNESS/WALKHUMBLY

SEPTEMBER 2019 VOLUNTEERS
DATE

1

8

15

USHERS COUNTERS
Sonny
Stupek, Dick Glenn Hoxie
and Paula
and
Kahler
Bill Justice
Dave and
Diane
Modesto, John
Cerro,
Substitute
Diane and
Scott
Hepburn,
Paula Damico,
John Crowe
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Sue Crandell,
Bill Justice

29

Peggie Linville,
Tara Swanson,
Larry Solberg,
Karen Lawrence

Jim Carr
and
John Crowe

Keith Asher
And
Bob Cross

David Steele
And
Bob Cross
John Egolf
and
Larry Solberg

SOUND
David
and
Leon

COFFEE
Paula
Damico
And
Karen Foss

Dan

Barbara
Cross

John

Leon
Leon

Diane
Hepburn
And
Diane
Thompson
Kit Harvey
And
Kim Healy
Barbara
Cross

September Liturgists

October Liturgists

9/8-Larry Solberg
9/15- Heather Hennessey
9/22- Micki Forell
9/29- Ken Hill

10/6- Tara Swanson
10/13- Karen Lawrence
10/20- Diane Hepburn
10/27- Janet Tyrrell
18

Hope Van

Announcement 1
Hope Van: Pilgrim Church, in partnership with Redding Health Services and Our
Lady of Mercy Catholic Church serve food to Redding’s homeless population every
third Friday of the month. This mission takes place at the Hope Van, while it is
available for drop in visits on Breslaur Way off of Highway 273. We supply food such
as peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, hard boiled eggs, fresh fruit, bottled water,
casseroles, coffee and clothing - socks and underwear are a premium. If you are
interested in contributing or being involved, please send Glenn Hoxie an email. The
address is roadrunnerfarm@sbcglobal.net. You will then be placed on an email list
and will be sent announcements one week before we serve. Attached to the email
announcement will be an electronic sign up with a list of items that are needed. You
can make arrangements with Glenn to drop off donations at the Pilgrim Church kitchen
or you can just bring donations by the Hope Van the day Pilgrim serves food. This is a
mission that was started by Rick Bonetti and continued by John Cerro. Their
organization skills and attention to detail allowed Pilgrim to take on this very important
service to the community If you have any questions feel free to speak with Glenn
Announcement 2
Recycling at Pilgrim! We have a recycling program at Pilgrim Church. There are
two aspects of the program that pilgrims should know about. First, we have blue bins
(waste basket size) placed around church. They are marked with the ubiquitous
recycling logo. Please put
• office
• paper such as bulletins in these bins and it will be
transferred to curb side recycling. We also separate California Redemption Value
(CRV) items such as bottles, aluminum cans and plastic (especially bottled water
plastic) There are two large bins in the fellowship hall for this purpose. We encourage
members to bring in CRV items from home and leave them in the bins in the fellowship
hall. The recyclables are stored off site and redeemed when there is enough to make
the trip to the recycling center worthwhile. Proceeds are added to the church’s general
fund. Help us address this critical problem of limited landfill and worldwide pollution
that our face our planet if even in this small way.
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Pilgrim Congregational Church
2850 Foothill Blvd.
Redding, Ca.
96001
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